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MAHMUD  THE SELJUKIDE.

Abu '1-Kasim Mahmud Ibn Muhammad Ibn Malak Shah Ibn Alp Arslan as-
Seljuki, surnamed Mughith ad-Din (assister of religion), was one of the most illus-
trious monarchs of the Seljuk dynasty. We have already spoken of his father
(p. 232 of this vol.) and some of his relatives, and, in the sequel, we shall notice
his grandfather and other members of the same family, In the life of al-Aziz [Aziz
ad-Dtn) Abu Nasr Ahmad Ibn Hamid al-Ispahani (vol. L p. 170), the uncle of the
fedii&Imad ad-Din (p. 300 of this vol.), we have mentioned some facts concerning
him. Abu 'UKasim Mahmud obtained the sultanate on the death of his father, and,
on Friday, the 23rd of Muharram, A. EL 512 (May, A, D. 1118), in the khalifate
of al-Mustazhir billah, prayers were offered up for him in the city of Baghdad, ac-
cording to the custom (of that court) with regard to the Seljuk monarchs. He had
then attained the age of puberty, was full of liveliness and intelligence, and well
versed in Arabic; he knew by heart a great quantity,of poetry and proverbs; in
history and biography he displayed considerable acquirements and he manifested a
strong predilection for men of learning and virtue. The poet Hais-Bais (vol. I.
p. 559) went from Irak for the purpose of seeing him, and celebrated his praises in
the well-known kastda rhyming in d, which begins thus.

Unsaddle the camels, now emaciated and submissive to the rein, and let them feed; long has
been thy nocturnal march, and the deserts complain under the heavy tread of thy caravan.
Oyou who travel by night! fear no longer sterility or danger; (here) the shrubs are tender
and the sultan is Mahmud. By the awe which he inspires, extremes, as I am told, are united;
and, in the narrow path leading to the fountain, jthe sheep and the wolf walk together.

For this long and brilliant poem he received from the sultan an ample recom-
pense. Mahmud married successively the two daughters of his uncle, the sultan
Sinjar (vol. L p. 600), as we have already mentioned in the life of al-Aziz al-Ispa-
hani. Towards the end of his reign, the*empire was much enfeebled and its reve-
nues were so greatly reduced that, one day, being unable to furnish the necessary
funds to the brewer (of the palace)* he ordered some of the (empty) treasure-
chests to be given him, that he might sell them and purchase what he required. A
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